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MATERIALS NEEDED:
Chalk (teacher only)

PRIOR TO CLASS:
Decide what and how many different parts of speech you are going to prac-
tice with students.  Then randomly label all holds with words that are nouns, 
verbs, adjectives and/or adverbs, etc..  (Beginners should only have two 
different parts of speech on the wall, like nouns and verbs.  They can be 
asked first to climb only on nouns, then only on verbs.)

THE ACTIVITY:
Inform students of what part of speech they are going to practice while 
climbing.  Let them know that their hands or feet can ONLY be on holds that 
are labeled with words that are examples of that certain part of speech. 

Have the whole class line up to one side of the wall.  The goal is to success-
fully traverse the wall using only the holds that are “on the route” (i.e. labeled 
with the correct part of speech).  You should watch for accuracy and ask 
students to step down if errors are made.  These students can stop and watch 
or get in line to climb again.

Once everyone has traversed the length of the wall, have students start at the 
beginning again with another part of speech as the new “route.”

AFTER THE ACTIVITY:
Have the class sit down in front of the wall and discuss the examples of 
different parts of speech they found on the wall.  Are there any similarities in 
words found in each group? Students can also discuss if one route was more 
difficult than the other. (Was is harder to climb on nouns or verbs?)

VARIATION:
Instead of writing words in chalk, use magnetic words and have students 
remove certain words from the wall as they climb.

STUDENTS MUST RECOGNIZE DIFFERENT PARTS OF SPEECH WHILE 
TRAVERSING THE WALL USING ONLY CERTAIN HOLDS. 

EVERLAST CLIMBING INDUSTRIES


