DRY-ERASE WALL™ ACTIVITY: “CLIMB & DEFINE”

WHILE CLIMBING, STUDENTS MUST CORRECTLY GIVE THE DEFINITION OF VOCABULARY

WORDS NEXT TO THE HOLDS THEY ARE HOLDING OR THEY ARE “OUT". w.

:. MATERIALS NEEDED:
Dry-erase marker (teacher only)
List of vocabulary words with definitions (optional), one per partnership

o) PRIORTO CLASS:
With marker, label all holds along the middle and upper half of the wall
with vocabulary words. Repeating words might be necessary -- just
spread them out along the wall. Decide if you want to provide students
with a master vocabulary and definitions list.

(D THE ACTIVITY:
Divide students into partnerships. One student will climb while the
other checks his/her accuracy with definitions. As students climb, you
say “freeze” at random and frequent intervals. At that moment, it is the
climber’s job to define one of the words next to the hand holds s/he is
holding. If the climber is incorrect, s/he is “out” and must step down. It
is now the partner’s turn to “climb and define.” If the climber is correct,
s/he keeps climbing. Once the end of the wall is reached, the climber
should go back to the start of the wall and continue until an error is
made or you decide time is “up.”

g NOTE:

Once students are out, they should watch and listen; it's a good
vocabulary review. They may also replace a “checker” who may not
get a chance to climb because his/her partner knows all the definitions.

C AFTER THE ACTIVITY:
As a final review, have a volunteer go to the wall and climb to various
words and call on students to give the definition. Erase the words as
they are defined. Challenge the class to define so many words that the
wall will be blank at the end of class.
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